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tOour:

a grand learning eXperience for youngsters
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In search of the roors

of Western

ctvilization, voung European nobility

fook Grand Tours throughour the [7th
i

and I9th centuries . Accompanied by

learned rs, they
m.r.r}f.'n, they travelled across

i
Europe for months. appreciating arg
i museums and gglleries, undertaking

._I T gt . - - 4
lessons in for eign languages, and riding

as well as other pursuits. In

Grand Tour

shorr, the

was an educarion rite of
passage for the aristocracy. Three

hundred years latery>the conce pt of a

Study tour has taken on a new face.
5 .

{

b
= 5

EXploring off the beaten
track

In 2006 and 2007, Andrew Cheung underipok several
significant experiments. As well as taking his own family and
Iriends along, he once broughl several German families lor a
biking tour in the Fujian Hakka Village In China. He took the
participants to gee ancestral halls, traditional versus Hakka
architecture, and lootsieps of domastic and overseas migration
in Chinese hisiory, These unique lours combined world-class
heritage siles, proprietary padagogic materials, and interactive
discussion with an aim lowards broadening the travallers'
parspective of the culture thal they visited. The test-runs

receivad encouraging lesdback. and soon, Edu Tour was barn




S0wing
worldvision

A passion o discover and inguire |8 Just what makes
youngstors grow and excel, which |15 aiso the corner stone
of ile-lang leaming. With thig In mind, ha shifted his primary
targot from tamilies to students

The traditional Chinese saying "travelling ten thousand
miles & more rewarding than reading ten thousand scrolls®, is
particularly vallid today, as knowledge outside of the classroom
can ba mora vividly assimilated by studants. To Androw's
dalight., naw school currlculum such as libaral studias and
multi-intalligance education, tha principls of leaming subjects
in thair relationship to a wider contaxt ol life. has bacome a
guiding concet in Hong Kong aducation. His feaming on tho
road’ Edu Tour has earned lavourable reviews from local and
international schools with four programmas having now baan
devaloped fo fil the primary and sacondary curmculum These
being Morth Shaansi-Xl'an, West Fupan-Ouanzhou, Singapore-
Malacca and Ausirm-Germmany
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eXploration

Athletic and lvely, Andrew Cheung could aasily pass for a
malture version of a Boy Scoul leader. Bul the career path he
chase was naver intended 1o be in education or toursm,

He called himsell a typical sciance student, Graduating
from the University of Hong Kong in the sarly 80's, he |oined
the Electrical & Mechanical Services Department as an
Enginear Trainge. Having spent 2 years checking governmani
fecilities. he realized that the civil service work ethic was nol his
cup of lea

in 1985, he left the Government to explore China's trade,
a less popular terniory al the tme. Tt was the dawn of China’s
open door policy when government owned enterprises were
struggling to got modamized. As an engineer, Androw would
rapresent European manulacturars to nagotiate Industrial
production line deals with the Chinese. During those times,
very often, local factory chiels would ask such simple favours
of Andrew as to allow them o use tha hol watar shower in his
hotel room due to the fact that they'd never experienced such
a thing. Having an enginear's mind, he falt great Inner conflict
conceming this stark contrast. whereby such backwardness
and poverty could exist while China's cultural heritage was
otharwise vary nch and diversa

Yearning for something more than technical knowledgae,
Andrew decidad 10 reéturm to the classroom, He enrolled in
INSEAD, one of the world's most alite businass schools located
in Fontainebleau, a satellite city of Paris. By diligently studying
alementary French, he passed the pre-requisite, and sventually
linlshad his MBA, achieving oné ol his dreams.




Bafore siarting Edu Tour, ha spanl six vears Working &8s
lund managar in @ private aguity lirm. LUnlise invasting in the
stock markel, privato aguity investmant involved many mors
years of holging of an investea company. 1IFL, or selling the
invastoe company lo an indusinal player, 15 the usual way of
axiing trom an imvestmeant. The challenge lay in the m-deplh
risk/opportunily assessment ol the acgqulsition largel amnd 1ha
markat it sarves, deal making, as wall as the ability 1o add
value 10 the managameni team

As far as operational experience 5 concernad, Andraw
has plenty under hig belt, For e years, he worked in the
Garman headquanars of a mullinational anvironmantal group
Ons axample of the group's companies is a garbage bin
manufacturar. In order (o Intreduce a new househald waslo
collectlion systam (mvolving the garbage bins it producad, this
company. would buy up Wasie QiIsposal service providers,
onsura compatioiliity with garbege fruck manufacturars, and
help with the commumity’s garbage disposal logisiics planmng.
As a result, the gartage bin became a national standard n
Germamy. The humble, flaste Bins sven mads thair way (o
municipalibies all over the world, 'r1-::|1:€'.u‘.l_j H:‘.H"lr:'| Kong and
China, making it a highly successful global product. The kay
1o succass, Andrew leamed, was the powar of problam-solving
and innovation

Progress throupgh awareness

While living In Europe, Andrew Cheung was imprassad
by people. who in genaral, had a good knowlaédge of thair
own history and culture, while also showing inferest in ofher
CUullures. ES_{:EEIH“'!,' {_',‘.hlna B e woncareg "r'ilh‘_lu' N MpOeErm
limas, the Chingse seaemed o lack this Kind af ganeral
homanity mitarast, nol 1o menton SWweh a wiall-Siruciured,
problam-solvwng mantality, To satisly his cunosity, he began 1o
study history

China has been a gigantic, yel unitiad emplira in whigh
policies ware issund by tha contral government, and followed
by all provinces. || gave risé 10 a consarvative conformist
soclety, a cultura of ‘jJumping on the band wagon'. In
decentralized feudal socielies of much smaller scale. ke
the Germans once had, thare was room for mdividuality and
indeapandan! thinking dua o the fact thal péople nad mors
gwnarship in shaping their own community’s destiny. [nus
& culiure ol ploneers and reasoning ruied ang Inrowah 10 e
1Bih century, wastern nations replaced China at tha foratront of
humanity development. The Europaan marifims SUpsrpowers
dlso grasped thair chance o colonize the more lgnotant
communiies and thereglore, dominated the Wworld Irage

History has a ot to t2ll. The rise and fall throughout the
gynasties: what i ook o win, and whal brought nboul loss
actually resamblad corporate cyclas as demonsirated in tha
case siudies in business school  Andrew wns corvinced that
an Integrated approach to-aducation, ong which helps sludants
to engulie aboul the world around them, whiladrawing thoir
siantion 1o tha intar-ratationship batwean revant subjects
should begin as early as primary and secondary sg¢hool
Andraw came up with tha idaa ol n unigué overssns leaming-
on-tha-road mp for chidren.



From China to the world

Edu Tour programmes onginate from Xi'an, the cenirs of
classic Chinese oviiization, Terra Cotta Warriars, the beginning
af the Silk Road, geological wonders of the Loess Plateau,
ever-present cave dwelling along the Yallow River, as well as
advanced agricultural research are all found in the Shaanx)
Province. Sita vigits pre combined with padagogic alemanis,
such as games and workshops, which add fun and Inspiration
o thi overall learning axparance.

In Fujian. there & the world renowned Hakka Village, a
ireasure trove of Integrated humanities leaming, UNESCO
also calls the city a 'World Musaum of Refigion' due to e fact
that it hosted every major religion, from Nestonan Christianity,
to Hindu, as well astslam, The trip aims to promote cultural
awaraness and alsogives school children a ghmpse of the lirst
paacehil maritime encounters of the worfld, prar 10 the more
aggressive Age of Discovary,

Singapore, a cultural malling pot featuring overseas
Chinese, Malays, Indians and a British colgnial influgnce,
presents studenis with exposure lo multi-racial sociatias,
religious. freadom, lusion cuising, colonialism, environmental,
as wall asheritage consarvation Issues. Learning is gained
through well-organized activities including on-sile lreasure
hunts. visits. and shopping in the market. "1 jus! play tha role
of a director, cuaing the nght person, of hanage siie, 1o appaar
at tha nght ime.” says Andrew. He believas thal the sanse of
purpose; exploration and achlevement instilad in youngsters,
will fuel in them a tasting passion for leamimg,

The finale of the Edu Tour 4-parl sarles I8 Austria-

Garmarny. German cullure s chosen due to the fact that It's
historic background posts a sharp contrast to China'’s culture.
Germany, being & unified sovereign state, was formed less
than 200 years ago. Priar to that, thera were numerous states
svidenced by the casties and palaces dottad all over the nation.
Great thinkers In Garmany have made significant Impact
on world history: the Relormation. Enlightened absolutism,
classical music, Marxism, scientific discoveries, applied
technology. and the present day leading edge environmental
policy. Students are given access into local famity homes, in
order to gain first hand expenancea of this Wastem culture.

The Future of Edu Tour

Andrew's master plan for Edu Tour Is impressive. How he
sorts oul the loglstics, connections and educational aspects,
must be a formidable feat. Smiling, he credils his wile, who
honed his organizational skills whenever the family went an an
overseas vacation. "Pmctice makes perfect,” he says. Andrew
admitted that, in lact, the bigges! challenga is how lo conviy
to school headmastars, the difference betwean Edu Tour and
ordinary study tours. As long as he has the chance to explain
averything lace to face, he readily wins their Irust.

The outicok for Edu Tour? Family groups are always
walcome, according to Andrew., Though, for now, Europeans
and Amencans are not used to shor-siay Asian travel, this may
change in ime, Tha good news is, he has started receiving
enquines from overseas schools, Also, China could prove o
be a huge market as well Rome was not bulll in a day. The
long journey has just begun for Edu Tour, &

Andrew Cheung's choices

Favourite books: Blographies and Tha Economist,

Most admired leaders: Mao Ze Dong and Lee Kuan Yew,. both ol
whom endeavoured to bring new beliets and altitudes to tha Chinese;
President Roosavell, who took tha US out of neutrality and reshuilled
WOorld orgat

Most significant modern iInvention: The Flush Tolst, Intarmeal

Mozt memorable destinabon; The complaxity of Israal

Mozt missad Inmg mn H|:||'||;'4 Hl:ll'll_'_] when abrgad ?"]f.'l'|'||r|!:'|. El'lllﬂ":r'

whatevar, wharaver
Edu Tour website: www.ChinaEducationalService.com
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